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PLANNING COMMISSION
121 N CHURCH STREET, HUDSON, MI
REGULAR MEETING
March 24, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.

AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER:

ROLL CALL:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ORDERS OF THE DAY:

A. Excuse Absent Member(s)

B. Setting the Agenda

C. Approval of the Minutes dated February 24, 2025

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Ordinance — Chickens in town
B. Memory Benches — bricks

C. Benches Downtown

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

COMMISSION COMMENTS:

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:

Linda J Cross, City of Hudson

Minutes for this meeting will be available for public review at the
Hudson City Office — 121 N. Church Street, Hudson, MI

PLEASE CALL CITY OFFICE IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND

NOTE: Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has a need of special
assistance under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact
the city clerk's office at (517) 448-8983 forty-cight (48) hours prior to the
meeting. Staff will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements to provide
necessary reasonable accommodations.



PLANNING COMMISSION
121 N. CHURCH STREET - HUDSON MI
REGULAR MEETING
February 24, 2025 at 6:30 pm
The Regular Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Brad VandeZande at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL: PRESENT: Jack Donaldson, Rob Hall, Will Terrill, Sean Williams and
Brad VandeZande

ABSENT: George Race
OTHERS: Chuck Robertson, City Manager Charles Weir and Deputy City Clerk Linda

J Cross

ORDERS OF THE DAY:

Excuse Absent Members:
Motion by Will Terrill seconded by Sean Williams, to approve to excuse George Race from the
meeting. CARRIED by voice vote.

Setting the Agenda:
Motion by Rob Hall seconded by Jack Donaldson, to add Munson Hwy Property XHO-315-1124-00

to New Business Item B. CARRIED by voice vote.

Minutes dated January 27, 2025:
Motion by Rob Hall seconded by Will Terrill, to approve the minutes dated January 27, 2025 and
place on file. CARRIED by voice vote.

NEW BUSINESS:

Logging Operation located at Hudson Scientific:

Chuck Robertson has been in discussions with Hudson Scientific regarding using their backlot as a
staging area for logging transports. He wanted to address the Commission to be clear on anything he
would need to do, as well as answer any questions.. Commission did not see any issues as long as
ordinances are followed and safety is taken into consideration.

Discussion only

Munson Highway Property XHO-315-1124-00:
This property has been purchased, and the new owner hopes to build a house there. It was determined
that the property is in fact zoned for residential.

Discussion only

VISITORS BEFORE COMMISSION:
No Visitors




COMMISSION COMMENTS:

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by Sean Williams, seconded by Jack Donaldson, to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

ATTEST:

Linda J Cross, Deputy City Clerk



List of Cities in Michigan that Permit
Chickens in 2021

Here is a comprehensive list of cities in Michigan that allow residents to keep
chickens in 2021:

1. Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor is among the cities in Michigan that permit residents to keep chickens. The
city has implemented specific regulations to ensure the well-being of the chickens

and minimize any potential negative impact on the community.



The following sections provide an overview of the regulations and guidelines for

chicken ownership in select cities in Michigan.

1. Ann Arbor’s chicken ownership guidelines

Ann Arbor allows residents to keep chickens within city limits but imposes certain
regulations to ensure the well-being of both the chickens and the community. Some

key guidelines include:

Limiting the number of chickens to six per property
¢ Requiring a minimum coop sfze of 4 square feet per chicken

Mandating a setback distance of 10 feet from neighboring properties

Prohibiting roosters due to noise concerns

2. Grand Rapids’ regulations for keeping chickens

Grand Rapids also allows residents to keep chickens, but they have specific

regulations in place. Here are some important points to note:

e Chicken owners are required to obtain a permit from the city
* A maximum of four hens are allowed, and roosters are prohibited
¢ Coops must be at least 10 feet from any residence

* Regular maintenance and cleanliness of the coop are necessary

3. Lansing’s requirements for chicken ownership



Lansing permits residents to keep chickens, provided they adhere to the following

requirements:

A maximum of six hens are allowed, but roosters are prohibited

Chicken coops must meet zoning setback requirements

Regular maintenance and cleanliness of the coop are necessary

No slaughtering of chickens is allowed on residential properties

4. Kalamazoo’s guidelines on keeping chickens

Kalamazoo has specific guidelines in place for residents interested in owning

chickens:

A maximum of four hens are allowed, and roosters are prohibited

Chicken coops must be at least 10 feet from neighboring properties

o Coops must be predator-proof and well-maintained

Regular cleaning of the coop and proper waste management are required

5. Traverse City’s regulations for chicken ownership

In Traverse City, residents can keep chickens By complying with these regulations:

A maximum of four hens are allowed, and roosters are prohibited

Coops must be kept in a clean and sanitary condition

No slaughtering of chickens is allowed within city limits
* Permits may be required, depending on the zoning district



Please return Permit Application, Diagram, and $55 Fee to: Application to keep up to 6 chickens.

City Clerk’s Office S-year permit from date of issuance.
301 E. Huron St.

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

CITY OF ANN ARBOR PERMIT TO KEEP BACKYARD CHICKENS

THIRTY DAYS NOTIFICATION AND $55 FEE REQUIRED
Please allow up to five weeks for processing. A minimum 21-day neighbor notification waiting period is required per Section 9:42 of
the Ann Arbor City Code.

Applicant/Contact Name:

Primary or Secondary School Name (if applicable):

Phone Number: Email:

Permit Address (where backyard chickens will be housed):

Single-family Dwelling [ Two-family Dwelling O Primary or Secondary School (I

Number of Backyard Chickens to be kept at the Permit Address (6-Bird Maximum):

REQUIRED: Attach a diagram of the property that includes the following:
e  Proposed location(s) of all enclosures that will be used to keep chickens/ducks
e Distances from the enclosure(s) to neighboring residential structures (neighbors’ homes)
e Distances from the enclosure(s) to the property lines

NOTE: A covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet from a property line of an adjacent
property nor shall it be located closer than forty (40) fect to any residential structure on an adjacent property. Only the forty (40) foot
requirement can be waived with written statements of all occupants of the building (two-family dwelling) and all adjacent landowners.

Are you requesting a waiver of the 40-feet requirement? YES[0 NO O
If Yes: Complete the attached 40-feet Distance Waiver Consent form and instruct neighboring Property Owners and
Occupants (if applicable) to sign their consent to this waiver.

If the requirements of Chapter 107 are not complied with, the City may revoke any permit granted and/or initiate prosecution for a civil infraction violation. A person
who has been issued a permit shall submit it for examination upon demand by any police officer or code enforcement officer. Fenced enclosures are subject to all
provisions of Chapter 104 (Fences). Notwithstanding the issuance of a permit by the City, private restrictions on the use of property shall remain enforceable and take
precedence over a permit. Private restrictions include but are not limited to deed restrictions, condominium master deed restrictions, neighborhood association by-laws,
and covenant deeds. A permit issued to a person whose property is subject to private restrictions that prohibit the keeping of chickens is void. The interpretation and
enforcement of the private restriction is the sole responsibility of the private parties involved.

I understand the above restrictions on the permit and am submitting this application in compliance with Chapter 107
(Animals) of the Code of the City of Ann Arbor.

Applicant Signature Date

Property Owner Consent to Permit (if not the Applicant/Occupant):

Property Owner (or School Principal) Date
OFFICE USE ONLY
Approved by Clerk’s Office: Expiration Date:
Comments:

Copy: Applicant/Planning and Development/City Clerk’s Office (retains original)




CITY OF ANN ARBOR PERMIT TO KEEP BACKYARD CHICKENS

40-FEET DISTANCE WAIVER CONSENT FORM (If Applicable)

Applicant/Contact Name:

Primary or Secondary School Name (If Applicable):

Permit Address (where backyard chickens will be housed):

A covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet from a property line of an adjacent property nor
shall it be located closer than forty (40) feet to any residential structure on an adjacent property. The forty (40) foot requirement, only,
can be waived with written statements of all occupants of the building (two-family dwelling) and all adjacent landowners.

Are you requesting a waiver of the 40 feet requirement? YES [ No O

If Yes: Distance to residential structure on adjacent property: feet.
Instruct Property Owners and Occupants (if applicable) to sign their consent to this waiver on the space provided below.

Please list all adjacent properties and obtain consent signatures.
Instructions to Adjacent Property Owners and to Occupants of Two-Family Dwellings:

(1) Your neighbor is applying for a permit to keep backyard chickens. A maximum of six chickens may be kept under this
permit.

(2) Your neighbor has checked the box above requesting a waiver of the distance requirements for placement of the coop. Your
permission is required to allow enclosures for housing chickens to be kept closer than 40 feet to a residential structure. Do not
sign the form if you are not giving consent to this waiver.

By signing this form, you are providing written consent to waive the 40 foot distance requirement.

Adjacent Properties:

Street Address Owner Name Signature (consent to this waiver)

If the Applicant applying for this permit resides in a two-family dwelling, all occupants of the dwelling must sign:

Applicant Address Occupant Signature (consent to this waiver)




Chapter 107 (Animals) - 9:42 - Keeping of Chickens. As Amended by Ann Arbor City Council on May 15, 2017 and Effective May 27, 2017

@)

&)

(4)

(6)
(6)

(1) Any person who keeps chickens in the City shall, depending on the number of chickens the person will keep, obtain either a 2-bird permit or a

6-bird permit from the city prior to acquiring the chickens. A 6-bird permit is required for the keeping of more than two (2) chickens. No 6-bird
permit shall be issued to a person, by the city, and no chickens shall be allowed to be kept if one or more of the persons to whom notice is
sent as provided in subsection (2) objects to the issuance of the 6-bird permit. A 2-bird permit is required for the keeping of one (1) or two (2)
chickens and may be issued despite the objection(s) by any person(s). To qualify for a 2-bird permit an individual must have no violations of
this Chapter for the previous five (5) years. Written statements waiving the distance requirement in subsection (3) below are required for both
2-bird and 6-bird permits and shall be submitted at the time of application and become a part of the permit if issued. Application shall be made
to the City Clerk and the fee for the permit shall be as determined by Council resolution.

6-bird permits expire and become invalid five (5) years after the date of issuance. 2-bird permits expire and become invalid one (1) year after
the date of issuance. A person who wishes to continue keeping chickens shall have obtained a new permit on or before the expiration date of
the previous permit. Application for a new permit shall be pursuant to the procedures and requirements that are applicable at the time the
person applies for a new permit.

Once a completed application form for a 6-bird permit and application fee have been submitted to the City Clerk, the City Clerk shall, within ten
(10) business days, send written notice of the application for a 6-bird permit to all owners of adjacent properties as shown in the City Assessor’s
records.

(a) For purposes of this section, adjacent property means all parcels of property that the applicant's property comes into contact with at 1 or
more points, except for parcels that are legally adjacent to but are in fact separated from the applicant's property by a street or private
street.

(b} The written notice described in this subsection shall be sent to the address(es) of all owner(s) of adjacent property and also to
the physical property address of an adjacent property, if the address of the owner of an adjacent property is different from the
physical property address.

(c) If the applicant for the 6-bird permit is not the owner of the property on which the applicant wants to keep chickens, the applicant must
also provide the written consent of the owner of the property. Without such written consent, the application for the 6-bird permit may not
be granted.

(d) The application for the 6-bird permit may not be granted if, within twenty-one (21) days from the mailing of the written notice of the
application, the City Clerk receives any objection to the issuance of a 6-bird permit from any owner or tenant of any adjacent property.

(e) A 6-bird permit shall be issued to the applicant if the City Clerk receives no objections to the issuance of a 6-bird permit from any owner
or tenant of any adjacent property within twenty-one (21) days from the mailing of the written notice of the application and all other
requirements are met.

Notwithstanding the issuance of a permit by the city, private restrictions on the use of property shall remain enforceable and take precedence over
a permit. Private restrictions include but are not limited to deed restrictions, condominium master deed restrictions, neighborhood association by-
laws, and covenant deeds. A pemit issued to a person whose property is subject to private restrictions that prohibit the keeping of chickens is
void. The interpretation and enforcement of the private restriction is the sole responsibility of the private parties involved.

A person who keeps or houses chickens on a property shall comply with all of the following requirements:

a.
b.

~oao

Have been issued the pemmit required under subsection (1) of this section.

Keep no more than six (6) chickens if the person has been issued a 6-bird permit and keep no more than two (2) chickens if the person has
been issued a 2-bird pemit.

The principal use of the person's property is for a single-family dwelling, 2-family dwelling, or a primary or secondary school.

No person shall keep any rooster.

No person shall slaughter any chickens.

The chickens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the covered enclosure or a fenced enclosure at all times.
Fenced enclosures are subject to all provisions of Chapter 104 (Fences).

A person shall not keep chickens in any location on the property other than in the backyard. For purposes of this section, "backyard" means
that portion of a lot enclosed by the property's rear lot line and the side lot lines to the points where the side lot lines intersect with an
imaginary line established by the rear of the single-family or 2-family structure and extending to the side lot lines. For properties where the
principal use is a primary or secondary school, a person shall not keep chickens in that property’s front setback as defined under Chapter 55
of this Code.

No covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall be located closer than 10 feet to any property line of an adjacent property;

All enclosures for the keeping of chickens shall be so constructed or repaired as to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from being harbored
underneath, within, or within the walls of the enclosure. A covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall not be located closer than 40 feet to
any residential structure on an adjacent property provided, however, this requirement can be waived as follows:

(i) If the principal use of applicant's property is for a single-family dwelling, or a primary or secondary school, to obtain such a waiver
the applicant shall present at the time of applying for a permit the written statements of all owners of adjacent property that there is
no objection to the issuance of the permit.

(i) If the principal use of the applicant's property is for a 2-family dwelling, to obtain such a waiver the applicant shall present at the
time of applying for a permit the written statements of all adjacent property and of the occupants of the other dwelling stating that
there is no objection to the issuance of the permit.

All enclosures for the keeping of chickens shall be so constructed or repaired as to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from being harbored
underneath, within, or within the walls of the enclosure.

All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens that are likely to attract or to become infested with or infected by rats, mice, or
other rodents shall be protected so as to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with them.

If the above requirements are not complied with, the city may revoke any permit granted under this section and/or initiate prosecution for a civil
infraction violation.

A person who has been issued a permit shall submit it for examination upon demand by any police officer or code enforcement officer.

Permits that were issued under this section when the maximum number of chickens allowed was four (4) chickens and before the effective date of
the amendment to this section that increased the maximum number of chickens allowed to six (6) under a 6-bird permit shall continue to allow a
maximum number of only 4 (four) chickens until the pemit expires. A person may keep more than four (4) chickens and up to a maximum of six
(6) chickens only by obtaining a new 6-bird permit on or after the effective date of the amendment to this section that increased the maximum
number of chickens allowed to six (6).
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Lansing Chicken Laws

Are chickens allowed in

Lansing?

: Yes
Lansing?
How many chickens can c
you have?
Can you have roosters in
No

Chicken coop placement
rules:

Coops no closer than 40 feet to any neighboring dwelling
or 10 feet from any property line.

Application process:

No permit required

More information:

Lansing_municipal code

If you have an interest in raising chickens in Lansing, it's vital to learn about the rules and
regulations that you must follow.

* The City of Lansing allows residents to keep up to five hens on their property.

* Roosters, ducks, peacocks, turkeys, and emus are not allowed.
* Hens must be kept in a secure enclosure that prevents rodents from entering.

* The enclosure must be located at least 10 feet from the property line of any
adjacent property and at least 40 feet from any residential structure on an

adjacent property.

» Additional guidelines for keeping chickens in Lansing:

Regularly clean the chicken coop and run to prevent the spread of disease.

* Properly dispose of chicken manure.

Do not allow chickens to roam freely in the neighbourhood.
Be considerate of neighbours and prevent disturbances caused by chickens.
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1250.02.05. Keeping of animals.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Definitions. As used in this section:

Livestock means horses, cattle, sheep, goats, poultry, pigs and other useful animals normally kept or raised
on a farm, including pygmy goats and potbelly pigs.

Wild animal means any animal not domesticated by humans or any animal which a person is prohibited from
possessing by law. Wild animals shall include, but shall not be limited to, the families of the following: Alligator,
deer, opossum, badger, wild dog, dog-wolf, coyote, weasel, bear, raccoon, skunk, wild cat, lemur, marten,
poisonous spider, poisonous lizard, snake, and primate (excluding humans).

Household pets.

(1)

()

The keeping of household pets, including dogs, cats, fish, birds, hamsters and other animals generally
regarded as commonly housed inside human dwellings as household pets, is permitted as an accessory
use in any zoning district.

No more than three dogs, four months of age and older, shall be kept or housed in or at one dwelling
unit.

Wild animals. The keeping of wild animals, as defined in this ordinance, shall be prohibited in any residential
zoning district.

Livestock. No livestock or poultry shall be owned, kept, possessed, harbored or kept charge of except as
provided for below:

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

No more than five hens may be kept on any one- or two-family residential property, and no roosters,
ducks, peacocks, turkeys or emus shall be allowed;

Hens must be kept in an enclosure so constructed or repaired as to keep the hens confined on the
owner's property, and to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from being harbored underneath, or
within the walls of the enclosure;

A covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall not be located closer than ten feet from the property
line of any adjacent property, nor closer than 40 feet from any residential structure on an adjacent
property, unless the adjacent property owner consents in writing to the Zoning Administrator;

All feed and other items associated with the keeping of hens that are likely to attract or to become
infested with or infected by rats, mice, or other rodents, shall be protected so as to prevent rats, mice,
or other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contract with them.

(Ord. No. 1295, § 1, 11-29-21)

Created: 2025-02-10 €8:45:20 [EST]

(Supp. No. 61)

Page 1 of 1
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PART SIX - GENERAL OFFENSES CODE
Chapter 610 Animals

Chapter 610 Animals!

610.01 Prohibited animals.

(a)  Annoying animals. No person shall harbor or keep any animal or bird which causes annoyance or disturbance
in a neighborhood, by making sounds common to its species or otherwise, or which endangers the safety of
any person or property.

(b) Fowl; bees. No person shall keep, harbor, raise or hatch domestic fowl, pigeons or bees in the City.

(c) Livestock. Except as otherwise provided in this section, no person shall keep within the City any cattle, cow,
horse, sheep, swine, goat, mule, donkey, pony or other livestock.

(d)  Exceptions. Notwithstanding the prohibitions of this section.
(1)  Animals may be kept in a municipal zoo,
(2) Honeybees may be kept according to the following conditions:
a. A maximum of two hives may be kept per parcel.

b.  Aflyway barrier at least six feet in height shall shield any part of a property line that is within 25
feet of a hive. The flyway barrier shall consist of a solid wall, solid fence, dense vegetation or a
combination thereof.

¢.  Aconstant supply of water shall be provided for all hives.

d.  Hive enclosures shall be located in the rear or side yard at least 25 feet from any dwelling on a
neighboring parcel and at least ten feet from any sidewalk, roadway or alley.

e.  No honeybees shall be kept on parcels with more than one dwelling.

f. The City Clerk's Office shall notify the abutting property owners of the license application in
writing; and shall approve the license one week after providing such notification if all conditions
of this section have been met.

g. The owner or tenant registers and obtains a revocable honeybee license from the City Clerk's
Office annually.

h. A honeybee license may be revoked if the use allowed per the license becomes a public nuisance
as defined by Traverse City Code of Ordinances Section 660.01, Public Nuisance Defined, and/or
ceases to comply with the conditions of this section.

(3) Chickens may be kept according to the following conditions:
a. A maximum of four hens may be kept per parcel. Roosters are prohibited.

b.  Slaughtering chickens outdoors is prohibited.

IState law reference(s)—Animal pounds, M.C.L.A. § 123.301 et seq., 750.70; Animal diseases generally, M.C.L.A. §
287.708 et seq.; Animals generally, M.C.L.A. § 750.49, 752.21 et seq.

Cross reference(s)—Pet shops, § 848; Injuring animals, § 1064.03; Animals in parks, § 1064.11; Animals in
cemeteries, § 1066.03

Traverse City, Michigan, Code of Ordinances Created: 2025-03-05 ©9:15:14 [EST]
(Supp. No. 23)

Page 10f 4
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¢ Chickens shall be provided, and remain within, a fully enclosed shelter with an optional covered
fenced enclosure in the rear yard.

d.  Enclosures shall be located at least 25 feet from any dwelling on a neighboring parcel.
e. No chicken shall be kept on parcels with more than one dwelling.

(4) Livestock may be kept with the advanced written permission of the City Manager which shall be given
if the following are demonstrated:

a.  The animals are kept securely and humanely;
b.  The animals are not kept within 100 feet of any residence;

c.  Alllaws and ordinances regarding sanitation of the premises or buildings where the animals are
kept are complied'with;

d.  Thereis no adverse effect upon adjoining public or private property;
e.  The animals are not kept for more than thirty days within a twelve-month period; and
f. It is otherwise legal to keep such animals.

(e) Penalty. A person who violates this section is responsible for a municipal civil infraction.

(1976 Code Sec. 7.01; Ord. 441. Passed 7-1-96; Ord. 485. Passed 1-18-00. Ord. 845. Passed 9-8-09. Ord. 955.
Passed 12-3-12)

610.02 Confinement to premises.

The owner or custodian of any animal or bird shall keep such animal or bird confined to his or her own
premises if necessary to avoid annoyance or disturbance in the neighborhood. A person who violates this section is
responsible for a municipal civil infraction.

(1976 Code Sec. 7.02. Ord. 486. Passed 1-18-00.)

610.03 Access to public ways and places.

No person shall tie, stake or fasten any animal in such a manner that the animal has access to any portion of
any street, alley or public place. A person who violates this section is responsible for a municipal civil infraction.

(1976 Code Sec. 7.022. Ord. 487. Passed 1-18-00.)

610.04 Removal of defecation.

No owner or person having custody of any dog or other animal shall permit such dog or other animal to
defecate on any school grounds, public street, alley, sidewalk, tree lawn, park, other public grounds or private
property in the City, other than on the premises of such owner or person, unless such defecation is removed
immediately. A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.

(Ord. 185. Passed 10-7-85. Ord. 417. Passed 5-15-95.)

Created: 2025-83-05 09:15:14 [EST]
(Supp. No. 23)

Page 2 of 4
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Kalamazoo Michigan Chicken Ordinance

Are Chickens
Allowed in this Yes
location

‘Max Chickens

Unknown; Nuisance Ordinance
Allowed

Roosters Allowed No
Permit Required No
Coop Restrictions

City/Organization
‘Contact name

128.003 Anti-noise regulations.4. The keeping of any
‘animal, bird or fowl, which emanates frequent or
-extended noise which shall unreasonably disturb the
quiet, comfort or repose of any person in the vicinity;
such as allowing or permitting any dog to bark
repeatedly in an area where such barking can be clearly
heard from nearby residential property.

Additional
Information

Link for more http://libraryl.municode.com/default-now/home.htm?
Information infobase=01072&doc_action=whatsnew
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